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Board of Fire Commissioners 
Greenfield Fire District 

P.O. Box 103 
Greenfield Center, NY 12833 

(518) 893-0723 
Fax: (518)893-7006 

 
Insurance Meeting – February 4, 2009 

 
Meeting began at 6:47 PM 
 
Present were: Commissioners B. Bishop and Spackmann; Secretary Petkus 
 
Purpose of Meeting: Yearly review of insurance coverage with Dave Meagher of Adirondack 
Insurance.  Summary of insurance booklets were handed out by Dave Meagher, who then 
proceeded with a review and the following highlights: 
  

• Thanked the Commissioners again for the use of the Maple Avenue firehouse for the 
seminar they held back in November. 

• Insurance is written through Utica National Insurance, and the District is part of a group 
that covers Fire districts.  The company pays a dividend at the end of each year based on 
the group’s profitability of that year – the high over the past 15 years was 32.5%, to a low 
of 20%, this year was 26%. 

• The policy is about $175.00 more than last year; raised the amount of the trucks by 6% 
and the buildings and contents by 4%. 

• Noted there was guaranteed replacement cost under Property Coverage regardless of the 
amounts listed, with a $500.00 deductible. 

• General liability coverage is $1 million, but the District has a $5 million umbrella policy for 
a total of $6 million under General Liability claims.  Brief discussion regarding possibly 
increasing limits. 

• Discussed Equipment floater and the two components:  
o Blanket coverage (guaranteed replacement cost) for all the equipment added to 

the trucks after the truck is delivered, with $250.00 deductible; 
o Coverage (replacement) for the trucks as they come from the factory  and the 

amounts noted are the limits, with $1,000.00 deductible 
o Full glass coverage  

Brief discussion regarding increasing the deductible to $2,000.00 with a savings of 
approximately $2,000.00 per year, and increasing the value of the trucks. 

• Automobile coverage: discussed increasing the Supplemental Uninsured Motorist from 
the current $100,000.00. 

• Bonding coverage: protects the District from misappropriation of money or equipment by 
anyone entrusted with the money or equipment.  Everyone covered t $10,000.00, 
Treasurer, Deputy Treasurer and Deputy Secretary covered at $1.3 million.   

• Commissioner Accident Policy: Purchasing Agent to be added. 
• Group Accident & Illness Policy:  discussion that this policy would most likely cover the 

issue with FF Hickam.  More discussion continued.   
• Joyce to get the paperwork together and send it in to Provident, with a copy going to 

Adirondack.  Provident also has a newer policy with enhanced coverage, previously 
discussed last year.  Old Policies are being rolled over into the newer policies, noted in 
the booklet previously handed out.   
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• Noted other pages for the Commissioners to review: Page 6 (Coverage Extensions) and 

Page 7/8 (Items for Consideration). 
• Dave also noted that the 518-584-5300 telephone number is a 24/7 phone number in 

case we ever need to call. 
• Noted that he reads all our minutes posted online, and one thing he recently noted was 

the District was considering a policy for the purchasing of services, like insurance.  He 
represents the four companies that write policies for fire departments - VFIS, ESIP, 
Selective and Utica - so if the District ever wants to shop around, he can still do that as 
our agent.   

• Suggested that anytime the District hires a contractor to do work around the firehouse, it 
is a good policy to require them to provide proof of W/C and liability, and if they ever need 
help on that, just give him a call; Commissioner Bishop noted we are already doing that.   

• Handed out a schedule of client losses through 2008; 
• Dave to get information to the Commissioners before the March workshop on the 

following: 
o Quote on higher limit for umbrella policy; 
o Quote on $1 million  supplemental Uninsured motorist on auto; 
o Add Purchasing Agent to the Commissioner Accident Policy; 
o Quote on Plan 1 of the Provident Accident and Health Policy. 

• Commissioner Bishop noted they already had the figures on raising the deductibles on 
the trucks, which could offset the cost of raising the current replacement values of the 
trucks. 

• Dave noted his appreciation for the district being a loyal customer, and thanked the 
Commissioners for taking the time tonight to meet with him.   

 
Meeting ended at 7:50 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Joyce A. Petkus 
District Secretary 


